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Spring 2026
Convening Agenda

Blue Ridge Community College, Flat Rock, N.C.
Technology Education & Development Center

Aligning Education, Innovation, and Industry

Wednesday, March 18, 2026

6:00 - 8:00 PM Reception
Highland Lake Inn
86 Lily Pad Lane, Flat Rock

Thursday, March 19, 2026

8:00 - 11:45 AM Registration

8:00 - 11:45 AM Cybersecurity Escape Rooms (Optional)
Mclintosh
Team-based problem-solving and applied cybersecurity
concepts

8:00 - 11:45 AM Hack the Box (Optional)
Cortland
Demos and Information on Curricula Integration

10:00 - 11:30 AM Business and Industry Advisory Board
TEDC 337
Facilitator: Paul Maurer, Director, CCN

10:00 - 11:30 AM CCN Member Advisory Board
TEDC 213
Facilitator: Larry Young


https://hliresort.com/seasons-restaurant/?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22618291340&gbraid=0AAAAA_o0hBqpKfOtIDe4FycjLe82YtlgI&gclid=CjwKCAiAncvMBhBEEiwA9GU_frvdvkYBhog7_9v7wDTDqg4MVxptZHSfeXRlr4wmLZ8XSwYpIwcynBoCZx0QAvD_BwE

General Sessions

11:45 - 12:15 PM

12:15 - 1:00 PM

1:00 - T1:15PM

1:15 - 2:15 PM

2:15-2:30 PM

2:30 - 5:00 PM

NCDIT and the Carolina Cyber Network: Building a Strong
Cybersecurity Future for North Carolina

Gala Room

Secretary Teena Piccione, NC Department of Information
Technology

Lunch
Gala Room

Welcome
Dr. Constance Wolfe, Executive VP of Programs, Blue Ridge
Community College

Last Year's Accomplishment and This Year's Opportunities
Mark Sorrells, Director, CCN

Break

What Cybersecurity Employers Really Want: Bridging the
Gap Between Education and Employment
Gala Room
Panelists: Carly Sherrod, Microsoft
Payton Landy, Volvo Group
Jon Sternstein, Stern Security
Facilitator: Jeremiah Smith, Carolina Cyber Center of Montreat
College

Break

Communications and Ethics: Treat People with Respect &
Dignity

Gala Room

Kelli Burgin, Montreat College

Sonny Kelly, Fayetteville Technical Community College

This interactive session examines the role of ethical
communication in professional settings. Participants will



learn effective strategies for using case studies and active-
learning techniques, and receive an overview of Tenet #1 and
related transformative skills. Small groups will then analyze
ethics case studies and share key insights with the larger group.

Friday, March 20, 2026

8:00 - 9:00 AM

9:00 - 11:30 AM

10:50 - 11:00 AM

11:00 - 11:30 AM

11:30 AM -12:00 PM

12:00 - 1:00 PM

1:00 - 2:00 PM

2:00 - 2:30 PM

Pastries and Coffee

Communications and Ethics: Seek the Best Interest of Others
Gala Room

Kelli Burgin, Montreat College

Sonny Kelly, Fayetteville Technical Community College

This session focuses on ethical decision-making through the lens
of seeking the best interest of others. Discussion will focus on the
tenet of ethical decision-making and the associated
transformative skills that support ethical communication and
leadership.

Break

Recap Learning Objectives & Take-Homes
Gala Room

Constructive Conflict
Gala Room
Sonny Kelly, Fayetteville Technical Cormmunity College

Lunch
Gala Room

Communications and Ethics: Closing Session
Gala Room

Convening Wrap-Up and Next Steps
Mark Sorrells, Director, CCN
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Please complete the Convening Evaluation




