
 

 

Spring 2025 
Convening Agenda 

Catawba Valley Community College, Hickory NC 
 

 
Thursday, March 13, 2025 

 
10:00 – 12:00  Registration  
     

10:30 - 11:30      Business and Industry Advisory Board 
WSC Room 1005 
Facilitator:  David Thompson, Director, CCN 
 

11:00 – 12:00  CCN Member Advisory Board 
WSC Room 1083 
Facilitator:  Larry Young 

     

12:00 - 1:00   Welcome & Buffet Lunch   
WSC Room 1001 
Welcome 
Dr. Garrett Hinshaw, President, Catawaba Valley Community 
College 
 

Last Year’s Accomplishment and This Year’s Opportunities 
Mark Sorrells, Director, CCN 
 

1:00 – 1:15   Break 
 

1:15 – 2:15   Keynote Address  
WSC Room 1001 
Teena Piccione, Secretary and Chief State Information Officer, NC 
Department of Information Technology 
     

2:15 – 2:30  Break 
 

2:30 – 3:45  Sector Group Meetings 
• Agriculture     CAD Room 322 
• Finance     CAD Room 323 
• Government and Military  CAD Room 324 
• Healthcare    CAD Room 325 



 

 

• Manufacturing     CAD Room 345 
• Transportation    CAD Room 320 

• Utilities     CAD Room 321 
 

3:45 – 4:00  Break 
 

4:00 – 4:45   General Session 
WSC Room 1001 

                                     From Classroom to Career: Guiding Students into the       

   Cybersecurity Workforce  
Adrianne George, Founder, MyCyberExec 

  

     6:00 – 8:00  Dinner 
    Rock Barn Country Club 
    3791 Club House Dr NE, Conover, NC 28613 

 
 
Friday, March 14, 2025 

 

7:30 – 8:30  Pastries and Coffee 
 

8:30 – 9:30 Sector Group Presentations 
WSC Room 1001 
 

9:30 – 9:40 Break  
 

9:40 – 10:10              General Session 
WSC Room 1001 
Building Cyber Talent:  New CCN Internship and Mentorship 
Programs 
Ed Carroll, Coordinator of Strategic Partnerships, Carolina Cyber 
Network 
Cynthia Reeves, Chief Operating Officer, Carolina Cyber Network 

 

10:10 – 10:15  Break 
 

10:15 – 10:45  Panel Discussion  
    WSC Room 1001 

Hacking the Classroom:  Teaching Cybersecurity with Creativity 
and Innovation 



 

 

Brian Goodman, Richmond Community College 
Ulku Clark, UNC Wilmington 
Tony Brown, Forsyth Technical Community College 
Moderator:  Victoria Ferrell, Forsyth Technical Community 
College 
 

      10:45 – 10:50  Break 
 

10:50 – 11:20  Panel Discussion 
    WSC Room 1001 

Paving the Path to Employment: Strengthening College-
Industry Ties for Internships 
Tom Gormley, Facilities Manager, T5 Data Center 
Rodney Cobb, Cleveland Community College 
Ed Carroll, Carolina Cyber Center 
Moderator:  Scot McCosh, Fayetteville Technical Community 
College 

     

11:20 – 11:30  Break 
 

11:30 – 12:00  Work Group Presentations 
WSC Room 1001 
 

12:00 – 12:30   Lunch  
WSC Room 1001 

     

12:30 – 12:45  Break 
 

12:45 – 1:45  Work Group Breakout Sessions 
     

• Curriculum Alignment  CAD Room 345 
• K-12     CAD Room 322 
• Educational Technology  CAD Room 320 

 

1:45 – 2:00  Break 
 

2:00 – 2:30   Closing Session 
    WSC Room 1001 
    Convening Wrap-Up and Next Steps 

Mark Sorrells, Director, CCN  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Please take a few moments 
to complete the Convening Evaluation. 

 

 

 


